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                                                      April 21, 2015
 


Superintendents' Message 
 
Dear Colleagues,
 
 
I'd like first to call your attention to this compelling opinion piece, written by Will Miller of the Wallace Foundation, and
published by the New York Times this weekend. The piece argues for the importance of principal recruitment, preparation,
training, and support, especially amidst national policy discussions that have focused to such a great extent on teachers alone.
I hope you'll take a second to read it, especially in light of the Principals Guidebook and support initiative application issued by
the Department last week.
 
The Department's principal support initiatives include a yearlong fellowship for cohorts of principals and central office staff and
a statewide expansion of the TAP professional learning model. Both are aimed at helping school leaders shape complex
statewide policies and initiatives into learning opportunities for teachers and life opportunities for students.
 
 
Those complex statewide policies and initiatives include, of course, standards and assessments. Last week, by a unanimous
vote, BESE approved a professional process for reviewing state standards that will call on dozens of educators from within
your schools. Today the Department released its nomination form for this process and conducted a webinar [LINK] as to how
the nomination process will proceed.
 
 
The state has also adopted a new framework for early childhood education, unifying the long-fragmented system of early care
and education. Tomorrow the state will release an Early Childhood Guidebook, to be used by "lead agencies" that oversee
quality review and shared enrollment processes in every parish. School systems and other local agencies will be funded to
serve as lead agencies if they choose; you can find the application here.  
 
 
We have taken great strides across our state, both in policy - standards, for example, or early childhood networks - as well as
in practice. Strong principals are where policy and practice conjoin to create learning, for children and adults alike.
 
 
As always, thank you for all you do for our children,
 
 
John
 
John White
Louisiana Department of Education
Twitter @LouisianaSupe
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IMPORTANT: WEBINAR AUDIO CHANGES
 
The Department would like to strongly encourage our webinar attendees to use either their computer and or smart phone apps
when joining the Department's webinar conferences and meetings.  These platforms allow participants to both listen and view
the presentation without the need to call into a phone bridge.  All that is required is speakers or headphones.  This is both a
cost savings to your district and the Department. 
 
To listen via your computer or smartphone, just select the option "listen only mode" once you enter the webinar meeting room. 
  
 
Links to Smart Phone Applications:
Apple iOS - https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/adobe-connect-mobile-for-ios/id430437503?mt=8&ign-mpt=uo%3D2
Google Android - https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=air.com.adobe.connectpro&feature=search_result
Blackberry - https://appworld.blackberry.com/webstore/content/36989/?countrycode=US&lang=en


 


 


District Support     
 
 
District Planning Call
 
This week's district planning call will take place tomorrow, Wednesday, April 22, 1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
 
To view the presentation for tomorrow's call, click here.
 
Webinar Login Information: (*No pre-registration required)


Meeting Name: April District Planning Call
Click here to join the meeting or go to https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/dpc/
Enter meeting room as a guest and provide your name
Audio access: **NEW NUMBER** (866) 802-4305
Please give the operator this conference ID: 1655906 or mention the call name (April District Planning Call)


 
*Note: This call is limited in capacity. Please listen in with your colleagues to the extent possible to keep as many lines open
as possible. All calls are recorded and posted.
 
  
 
Superintendent's Conference Call
 
You are invited to participate in the Superintendents' Conference Call hosted by State Superintendent John White on
Wednesday, April 22, at 10:30 a.m. You may begin dialing into the call 15 minutes in advance.
 
To join the Superintendents' Conference Call on April 22, please see the webinar information below:
 
Webinar Login Information (*No pre-registration required)


Click here to join the meeting or go to https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/suptscall/
Dial into the Phone Bridge: (866) 261-7147
When prompted, please give the Meeting ID # 1654899
You will need to identify yourself in order to be placed into the meeting
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Teacher Leader Summit Registration


So far, over 2,500 Louisiana educators have registered for the 2015 Teacher Leader Summit. Official registration closes
Friday, April 24 at which point the Department will begin redistributing unused seats to districts/LEAs who want additional
seats. On April 29, the Department will open registration to all educators through the Teacher Leader newsletter. District/LEA
Teacher Leader Points of Contact should ensure their Teacher Leaders register by April 24 to guarantee them a spot.


 


Preparing for PARCC: Weekly Update


In May, Louisiana will administer the EOY PARCC assessments for English language arts and mathematics in grades 3
through 8. Resources listed below are available to assist educators in preparing for the new assessments. 


Communications and Resources


Support Hotline for District Staff
Background: Districts are encouraged to use this hotline for issues requiring immediate attention during the spring
assessments. 
When: Hotline availability: March 2 - May 22 (6:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.)
Number: 1-844-268-7320
 
Weekly PARCC Office Hours
Background: Dedicated time to answer educator questions related to the PARCC assessments 
         When: Every Thursday at 11:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
         Access: Join the PARCC Office Hours here.
**PLEASE NOTE NEW NUMBER** Audio access: (800) 847-5150/ room number: 3423355
 
 
Have additional questions? Please use the question Inbox at assessment@la.gov.
Send questions about Louisiana's state assessments, and they will be answered directly by our assessment staff.
 
 


Additional Key Resources


PARCC FAQ Document


PARCC Practice Tests and Guidance


Assessment Guides


Month-by-Month Assessment Checklist


Parent Engagement Guide


2014-15 Louisiana Assessment Calendar


eDirect (Online Test Administration Manuals)


PARCC Accessibility and Accommodations Manual


Accommodations Materials Order Form


 


Louisiana Student Standards Review Process Nomination Form Released
 


In March, BESE called on the Department to present a plan to review Louisiana's English and math content standards. The
plan continues the state's tradition of professional standards reviews, maintaining a Louisiana set of standards to continue on
the path begun more than four years ago to raise student expectations and outcomes.
 
The standards review district nomination form is now available. Districts must submit their nominations to
LouisianaStandards@la.gov by Friday, May 1.
 
For more information on Louisiana's professional review process access this overview. 


 


High School Opportunities
  
NCCER Guidance and Resources
 
The LDOE will host two National Center for Construction Education and Research (NCCER) informational webinars for CTE
Supervisors. These important webinars will provide an overview of 1) How to use the NCCER Automated National Registry
(ANR) Online Verification Tool and 2) a NCCER Craft Instructor Certification Guidance Resource.
 
It is highly recommended that CTE Supervisors attend one of these important webinars.
The webinars will be held:
 


Thursday, April 23 from 9:00 a.m.- 10:00 a.m.
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Monday, April 27 from 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.


 
Webinar information below: (*No pre-registration required)


Meeting Name: NCCER Guidance and Resources
 Click here to join the meeting or go to https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/nccercteguidance/
Enter meeting room as a guest and provide your name
**NEW NUMBER** Audio access: (800) 747-5150/ room number: 3423355


 
For additional information, please contact B.J. Bertucci, bryan.bertucci@la.gov, or Dr. Janet G. Broussard,
janet.broussard@la.gov.


 
Career Development Fund Courses and Jump Start Certifications
 
A list of "technical" CTE courses that will qualify in the 2015-2016 school year for Career Development Fund (CDF) payments
has been posted on the LDOE website. These courses will include, for the first time, courses that support the Cyber Security
and Maritime Jump Start Graduation pathways. A webinar will be held to review qualifying CDF courses, the recently
posted Jump Start Credential Fact Sheets (sheets include the following information: student requirements, instructor
requirements, testing requirements and contingencies, certification tracking, costs and contacts for more information), and the
requirements for using the CTE Internship course code(s).
 
The webinar will be held Wednesday, May 6 from 1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
 
Webinar information below: (*No pre-registration required)


Meeting Name: CDF Courses and Jump Start Certifications
Click here to join the meeting or go to https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/cdfcourses/
Enter meeting room as a guest and provide your name
Audio access: (800) 832-0736 / room number: 6246632


 


 
Student Planning Guidebook Webinar Series
 
The High School Student Planning Guidebook is a series of short documents showing administrators, counselors, and teachers
how to use key policies, programs, and resources to help both students and schools achieve their goals.


 
Weekly Guidebook webinars will be held from 3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. on the dates outlined below: 


April 28, 2015: Guide Overview & 9th AND 10th GRADE STUDENTS
May 5, 2015: Guide Overview & DEVELOPING ADVANCED AND BASIC COLLEGE AND WORKPLACE SKILLS
May 12, 2015: Guide Overview & COUNSELING, SUPPORTS, REWARDS
 


Webinar information below: (*No pre-registration required)
Click https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/studentplanningguide/
Enter meeting room as a guest and provide your name
Audio access: (800) 832-0736 / room number: 2834406


 
For additional information, please contact Tristen Guillory, College Readiness Coordinator, at Tristen.guillory@la.gov.
 
 
2015 Jump Start Super Summer Institute
 
The 2015 Jump Start Super Summer Institute (SSI) is being held at South Louisiana Community College in Lafayette, LA from
July 20 - 24, 2015. SSI will provide teacher certification training for Statewide Jump Start Industry-Based Certifications and is
being co-hosted by the Louisiana Department of Education, South Louisiana Community College, and Louisiana Community
and Technical College System.
 
The Department will pay training costs as well as lunch for secondary instructors. Districts are responsible for all travel
expenses and a nominal registration fee ($150.00/teacher) for which districts may use their Career Development Funds (CDF)
or 2014-2015 Carl Perkins Funds.
 
Registration will open April 8, 2015 and requires teachers to input a District Purchase Order number that will be used for
payment of registration fees. CTE teachers will need to submit a copy of their on-screen registration confirmation / message to
their district Career and Technical Education (CTE) Supervisor, who will coordinate payment of district registration fees. Each
district will be invoiced for total registration fees due and will submit payment accompanied with a copy of the on-screen
registration confirmation / message for all teachers registered.
 
Click here to register.
 
Please direct all questions about the 2015 Jump Start Super Summer Insitute to jumpstart@la.gov.
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Overview of the Jump Start Career Diploma Pathway for Students Assessed on LAA 1
   
The Department will host a webinar to provide an overview of the new pathway to a Jump Start Career Diploma for students
assessed on the LAA 1. This pathway was approved by BESE in the April meeting.
 
Webinar Login Information: (*No pre-registration required) 


Meeting Name: Career Diploma Pathway
Date/Time: Thursday, April 30, 2:00 p.m.
Click here to join the meeting or go to https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/careerdiplomapathway/
Enter meeting room as a guest and provide your name
Audio access: (800) 832-0736 / room number: 8651822


 
 
UPDATE: Documenting Exit Requirements for Seniors Receiving Special Education
Requirements 
 


Due to the Claiborne building evacuation on Monday April 20, the Department has rescheduled the webinar that addresses how
to document the necessary exit requirements for high school students with IEPs exiting with a diploma at the end of the 14-15
school year. The webinar remains scheduled for Wednesday, April 22, 2015 from 9:00 a.m. -10:00 a.m. and will be redelivered
on Monday, April 27, 2015 from 1:00 p.m. -2:00pm.


 


Assessment
  
DIBELS Next and STEEP Waiver Applications
  


Please forward to District Test Coordinators.


The Department of Education is now accepting applications from LEAs interested in using an assessment other than DIBELS
Next for grades K-3 during the 2015-2016 school year. SRCL LEAs only may also apply for a STEEP waiver.


The deadline to apply for the waiver is May 8, 2015.


For DIBELS Next and STEEP waiver applications, please contact kim.lesage@la.gov.


For other questions regarding DIBELS Next, please contact kim.lesage@la.gov; for other questions regarding STEEP, please
contact jill.slack@la.gov.  


 


Educator Preparation
 


Career and Technical Trade and Industrial Education Certification Webinar


The Department will host its next Certification Technical Assistance Webinar on Thursday, April 30, 2015 from 10:00 a.m.-
11:00 a.m. toprovide an overview of the Career and Technical Trade and Industrial Education certification requirements and
application process.
 
Human Resource/Personnel Directors and Career Technical Education Supervisors are encouraged to participate.


 
 Webinar Login Information: (*No pre-registration required)


Meeting Name: Career and Technical Trade and Industrial Education Certification Assistance Webinar
Click here to join the meeting
Enter the meeting room as a guest and provide your name.
Audio access: (800) 832-0736 / room number: 6526291 


 


Data 


 
Compass End of Year Process 2014-2015
  



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xXLay278MgJ4gFK906zC7PLm7bjiyTtlT204-8Gv7-V7VvEf7o_b8N-32Mh4r43d60cbY9v_6Aoe6Q7t1oW0prao6CUQ1m6pNoLWH73ao6A62rQa5bPcavKD2VzRzcrPl6qbtFxsgbPUuequN1MqmKJRG5K2zGr3oxshTZgPdnJWpuajZMI7V45h501kAlrNZl9AK6imqwmM-pllNouKg5fJqY9cJ6A5&c=dFaruOfhluGyKbgnhPdfoN0_AqO4SPAiIuo6Sz0Ni5450fCL6jItgA==&ch=yfpBEnP18tg2L0UXGefHPaNsouC0brUETrLE3px5eKTJwlOt0UDC6Q==

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xXLay278MgJ4gFK906zC7PLm7bjiyTtlT204-8Gv7-V7VvEf7o_b8N-32Mh4r43d60cbY9v_6Aoe6Q7t1oW0prao6CUQ1m6pNoLWH73ao6A62rQa5bPcavKD2VzRzcrPl6qbtFxsgbPUuequN1MqmKJRG5K2zGr3oxshTZgPdnJWpuajZMI7V45h501kAlrNZl9AK6imqwmM-pllNouKg5fJqY9cJ6A5&c=dFaruOfhluGyKbgnhPdfoN0_AqO4SPAiIuo6Sz0Ni5450fCL6jItgA==&ch=yfpBEnP18tg2L0UXGefHPaNsouC0brUETrLE3px5eKTJwlOt0UDC6Q==
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xXLay278MgJ4gFK906zC7PLm7bjiyTtlT204-8Gv7-V7VvEf7o_b8JJfXeHkeFKCfOivhEGjSoGzyN-RTY6ukEve6im_zD_KscUiBhYFexdhse456OdIEVm4EPOpyj5ceQUfbOvVmh-q0KLlrT5hXjOybEWYfED-NZI7O_RutrXalwO-z9zQw4jWHRpB6oajSIxEqVwGEI3eXhgipRr1PUDpfjcQ-G41&c=dFaruOfhluGyKbgnhPdfoN0_AqO4SPAiIuo6Sz0Ni5450fCL6jItgA==&ch=yfpBEnP18tg2L0UXGefHPaNsouC0brUETrLE3px5eKTJwlOt0UDC6Q==





ATTENTION CVR DATA MANAGERS AND COMPASS EVALUATORS
 
CVR Open Correction Period: April 22 - May 15
Beginning April 22nd, teachers of the following grades and subjects must verify rosters through the Curriculum Verification &
Results (CVR) system to ensure that teacher-student links and student growth data are accurate. The deadline for completing
this process is May 15.


4th - 8th grade: ELA, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies
6th - 9th and T9 grade: Algebra I EOC courses
6th - 10th and T9 grade: Geometry EOC courses


 
Click here for detailed guidance and contact LDOECVR@la.gov for additional support.


 
End of Year Guidance 2014-2015
Last month, the Department released the Compass 2014-2015: Guide to End-of-Year Processes, which includes required
actions. The deadline for completing final evaluations for the 2014-2015 school year is July 31st. For questions related to this
process, email compass@la.gov.
 
 


Unique Identifier System Trainings


The Department will host regional in-person training sessions from 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. on how to use the Unique ID system
in the following cities:


Baton Rouge: 5/7 and 5/8
New Orleans: 5/11
Alexandria: 5/12
Lafayette: 5/13
Monroe: 5/13
Shreveport: 5/14


LEAs can select up to three representatives to attend the training. Attendees should have experience with data submissions
and plan to oversee the management of unique student identifiers on behalf of the LEA.


LEA representatives can register on Coursewhere (http://www.solutionwhere.com/ldoe/cw/ - Choose View by Category: Data
Management).


Parental Consent Template


The Department has provided parental consent guidance as well as a template parental consent form that LEAs may choose to
use when collecting parental consent.


An example of when this would be used is to enroll students in 3rd-party course offerings like district-contracted or SCA-
funded after June 1. NOTE: LEAs must obtain signed parental consent forms starting June 1, and the Department will release
a consent form in the next week that LEAs can use.


 


Finance
 
FY 2014-15 Fiscal Risk Assessment


Please forward to Business Managers and Superintendents of city/parish public school systems, and Business Managers and
Board Presidents of Type 2 and Type 5 charter schools.
 
By law, each city, parish, or other local public school board shall be notified on a regular basis of its financial status per the
annual Fiscal Risk Assessment. The FY 2014-15 Fiscal Risk Assessment has been updated and populated for each school
system or school to include the latest available data. 
  
Preliminary data for each school system or school will be sent via a separate e-mail. Responses are due to the Department by
Friday, May 8, 2015. Additional information about the Fiscal Risk Assessment process is provided below. For further
information or questions, contact Jonathan Pitre at jonathan.pitre@la.gov or 225-342-6216.
 
For further information, please see the links below: 
Fiscal Risk Assessment Memo
Description of Factors
School System or School Response Form
Purpose of Fiscal Risk Assessment


 


Grant Opportunities



http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001xXLay278MgJ4gFK906zC7PLm7bjiyTtlT204-8Gv7-V7VvEf7o_b8N-32Mh4r43d2kjcBydndxtVE5To-gSYHtELd1S9hN_8eJi3dK-MZUEmWGJVsAUV7FphTVSbl56V8DGb-I-r-CgbZuoYgqYYT_Hm8_FvMYdUa_LM0ncHDmm3befUnxWVKc2tjKSaD9sI-T15y1POIVZd1ZJUnyh84v7Z2LT_R0vfjsQj0fr04p_lLLHsMLa3wGu8cbAbiN3GENfAXr3_zhNVp1I141RXVMX-eDWcJKZnvqPz7OVUo8HOX5WKuKie33lrmB9I2ZeN&c=dFaruOfhluGyKbgnhPdfoN0_AqO4SPAiIuo6Sz0Ni5450fCL6jItgA==&ch=yfpBEnP18tg2L0UXGefHPaNsouC0brUETrLE3px5eKTJwlOt0UDC6Q==
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High Cost Services Competitive Application Release
 
The Department is again able to provide a High Cost Services Grant to LEAs through the eGMS allocation process. The
Department has proposed to allocate $9.5 million to school systems and schools who serve the state's students with costly
disabilities. The application process will open on May 4, 2015 and close on June 30, 2015.
 


On April 23, the Department will host a webinar for LEAs to explain the changes in the process this year and to review
timelines:


 
Webinar Login Information: (*No pre-registration required) 


Meeting Name: High Cost Services Webinar
Date/Time: Thursday, April 23, 11:00 a.m.
Click here to join the meeting or go to https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/highcost/
Enter meeting room as a guest and provide your name
**NEW NUMBER** Audio access: (800) 747-5150 / room number: 219-0456


  
2015-2016 SY eGrant Trainings
   
The Federal Reporting Office will provide a series of 2015-2016SY eGrant Sessions for LEAs and Charters. These sessions
are specific to IDEA Consolidated, NCLB Consolidated, and Carl Perkins eGrant updates. There is a ReBroadcast of the
eGrants Update webinar on Thursday, April 23, 2015 at 9:00am. There are two audience-specific Face-to-Face Trainings -
April 28, 2015 for NEW Federal Programs, NCLB, IDEA and/or Perkins Directors with three (3) or less years' experience and
April 30, 2015 for Charter Directors ONLY. Please see the schedule for times and locations. Participants must register on
Coursewhere for the face-to-face trainings, as appropriate.
 


If any additional information is required, please contact your point of contact (POC) for further assistance.


Webinar Login Information: (*No pre-registration required) 
Meeting Name: 2015-2016 eGrants ReBroadcast
Click here (https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/r6awpq0vkjs/)to join the meeting
Enter meeting room as a guest and provide your name


 
 
eGMS - Upgrades
 
Please forward to federal program directors, business managers and financial officials of public school districts and charter
schools and selected organization sponsors.  eGMS was updated yesterday, April 20, 2015 to include a supplement to the FY
13-14 Carl Perkins Carryover allocation.
 


Should you have questions regarding this information, please contact Sheila Guidry at sheila.guidry@la.gov or the Perkins
Grant Application Program Staff.


Please click here for the updated memo. 
 
 
 
 
Title II Improving Teacher Quality State Grants
 
A revised spreadsheet of Title II Final Allocations can be found here. Districts with significant adjustments should have
received communication from their Network Leader or Point of Contact on the adjustments.
 
Please complete and submit revisions through the Electronic Grant Management System (EGMS) to reflect your revised
allocations no later than Friday, May 1, 2015 to ldegrants@la.gov. Revised grant award notifications are available in the Grant
Award Program (GAP) system. Should you have questions regarding this information, please contact sheila.guidry@la.gov.
 


 


Policy
 
April BESE Meeting
 
The Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) met on April 14-15 and approved a number of bulletin revisions
and Department recommendations. A summary of the approvals that directly impact LEA activities may be accessed here.
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Louisiana Farm to School Conference


The LSU AgCenter is pleased to announce that they will host the first statewideLouisiana Farm to School conference,
designed to bring together school administrators, teachers and parents, child nutrition professionals, farmers, food distributors
and others involved with Louisiana agriculture, school gardens and healthy school meals.  For further information and to
register, please click here.
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