
For the best experience, open this PDF portfolio in
 
Acrobat X or Adobe Reader X, or later.
 

Get Adobe Reader Now! 

http://www.adobe.com/go/reader




From: John White
To: Dana Dauzat
Subject: Important News for School Districts
Date: Tuesday, April 28, 2015 5:34:15 PM


                                                      April 28, 2015


Superintendents' Message 
  
Dear Colleagues,
 
As the school year comes to a close, we wrap up grade 3-8 state testing next week. This is quite an accomplishment. For five
years teachers and students have worked to master higher academic expectations. With the conclusion of this year's
assessments, we bring this phase to a conclusion.
 
As always, if you have issues for resolution in administering tests, you can call 1-844-268-7320, email assessment@la.gov, or
attend weekly office hours. State network teams will also reach out to discuss test participation and any other last minute
issues with which we can assist.
 
As you know, this year's "baseline" results against new, higher standards will be out this fall, as will district and school scores.
The letter grade distribution will be held steady, and test data is not required for use in Compass ratings. This transition will not
denigrate schools, humiliate educators, or punish students.
 
The contracts with vendors that delivered this year's assessments end this summer. April 7 the Department therefore submitted
to the Governor's Division of Administration requests for proposals for testing vendors to continue providing state tests that are
consistent with the academic direction of the last five years. The vendor chosen through the process will be charged with
producing a test that has not only summative but also diagnostic and formative elements. The vendor will reduce testing in high
school and will provide full test forms for parents and the public to review each year. Most important, the vendor will continue
to challenge students to think independently and will provide results that are comparable to those achieved by students in other
states.
 
Louisiana's students are just a smart and just as capable as any students in America. They deserve Louisiana standards and a
Louisiana test, but they also deserve a chance to compete anywhere in America. The last five years have shown us they can
do just that, and our mission now must be to continue the progress.
 
 
As always, thank you for all you do for our children,
 
John
 
John White
Louisiana Department of Education
Twitter @LouisianaSupe
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District Support     
 
Preparing for PARCC: Weekly Update
 
Communications and Resources
 
Support Hotline for District Staff
Background: Districts are encouraged to use this hotline for issues requiring immediate attention during the spring
assessments. 
When: Hotline availability: March 2 - May 22 (6:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.)
Number: 1-844-268-7320
 
Weekly PARCC Office Hours
Background: Dedicated time to answer educator questions related to the PARCC assessments 
         When: Every Thursday at 11:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
         Access: Join the PARCC Office Hours here.
 
Have additional questions? Please use the question Inbox at assessment@la.gov.
Send questions about Louisiana's state assessments, and they will be answered directly by our assessment staff.
 
Additional Key Resources


*New PARCC Phase II EOY Page Number Reference Sheets for grades 3-5 and 6-8
PARCC FAQ Document
PARCC Practice Tests and Guidance
Assessment Guides
Month-by-Month Assessment Checklist
Parent Engagement Guide
2014-15 Louisiana Assessment Calendar
eDirect (Online Test Administration Manuals)
PARCC Accessibility and Accommodations Manual
Accommodated Materials Order Form


  
 
Release of 2015-16 District Planning Guide
 
In preparation for the 2015-16 school year, the Department is releasing the revised and expanded District Planning Guide. The
2015-16 District Planning Guide is organized around the critical policy and financial decisions District Planning Teams need to
make to support the school-level work articulated in the Early Childhood, High School, and Teaching and Learning Guidebooks.
Contact your Network Leader for support in using these tools.


 
 
Superintendent Collaboration Event and Teacher Leader Summit
  
Superintendent Collaboration Event (June 3-4):
Over 350 district leaders from Louisiana have registered for the 2015 Superintendents Collaboration. The Collaboration will
offer a variety of different sessions to support the district planning process. Registration will close officially on May 15.
Please encourage your district planning staff to register and attend.
 
Teacher Leader Summit (June 4-5):
Almost 4,000 Louisiana educators have registered for the 2015 Teacher Leader Summit. The Summit will offer over 200
sessions covering a variety of instructional topics.
On April 29, the Department will make remaining seats available to Teacher Leaders through the Teacher Leader newsletter.
Registration will close on Wednesday, May 15. Until May 15, districts may continue to register Teacher Leaders using the
following information:


https://www.solutionwhere.com/ldoe/cw/showconference.asp?4158
Team name: TeacherLeader2015
Password: TeacherLeader2015


 
 
 
2015-16 Professional Development Opportunities
  
The Department is committed to providing resources and support directly to Louisiana educators through the Teacher Leader
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program. In 2015-16, the Department will once again offer a blend of in-person and virtual trainings to support educators as
they plan, instruct, and assess Louisiana Student Standards. These professional development opportunities will cover a variety
of topics related to ELA, math, social studies, science, early childhood education and special education instruction.
 
Please see the 2015-16 Professional Development Opportunities document for information about these events including dates,
locations, how to register, and costs and funding sources. Reach out to louisianateacherleaders@la.gov with questions.
 
  
Math Professional Development  Funding Request
  
Math Summer Content Institutes will include sessions by the LSU Cain Center, Math Design Collaborative, and Eureka. See
the 2015-16 PD Opportunities for allocations by district. In order to request funding, the Math Funding Rquest should be
completed and submitted to jill.cowart@la.gov by April 30. This request does not constitute registration but informs us on your
intention to use allocated funding. Questions may also be submitted to jill.cowart@la.gov.  


 
Louisiana Student Standards Review Process Nomination Form Due May 1


 
In March, BESE called on the Department to present a plan to review Louisiana's English and math content standards. The
plan continues the state's tradition of professional standards reviews, maintaining a Louisiana set of standards to continue on
the path begun more than four years ago to raise student expectations and outcomes.
 
The standards review district nomination form is now available. Districts must submit their nominations to
LouisianaStandards@la.gov by Friday, May 1.
 
For more information on Louisiana's professional review process access this overview. 


High School Opportunities
 
Jump Start Third Party Instructor Certification Training
 
Please forward to all Superintendents, Secondary Supervisors, Career and Technical Education (CTE) Supervisors, High
School Principals and CTE teachers.


 
The Louisiana Department of Education has updated the guide to 2015 Third Party Jump Start Industry Based Certification
(IBC) training providers for teachers. Most of the trainings in this guide will NOT be offered at Super Summer Institute.


The following summer professional development opportunities are available for CTE teachers needing to take the Career and
Technical Trade and Industrial Education (CTTIE) new instructor course. The course will be offered by the following providers.


Calcasieu Parish: Contact Mr. Tony McCardle at tony.mccardle@cpsb.org. (Date: June 8 - 12, 2015. Cost: $200)
The Louisiana Resource Center for Educators (LRCE): Visit their website at www.lrce.org, click here for more
information on the workshop, or contact Ms. Jaime Finane by e-mail at jaimef@lrce.org. (Cost: $350 + $65 application
fee)
Northwestern State University : For more information visit their website, email  education@nsula.edu, or click here to
register. (Cost: Tuition $450 plus $20 application fee)
IteachLOUISIANA: Visit their website or contact iTeach directly to discuss payment options)


For additional information, please email martha.moore@la.gov.
 
 
Career Development Fund Courses and Jump Start Certifications
 
A list of "technical" CTE courses that will qualify in the 2015-2016 school year for Career Development Fund (CDF) payments
has been posted on the LDOE website. These courses will include, for the first time, courses that support the Cyber Security
and Maritime Jump Start Graduation pathways. A webinar will be held to review qualifying CDF courses, the recently
posted Jump Start Credential Fact Sheets (sheets include the following information: student requirements, instructor
requirements, testing requirements and contingencies, certification tracking, costs and contacts for more information), and the
requirements for using the CTE Internship course code(s).
 
The webinar will be held Wednesday, May 6 from 1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
 
Webinar information below: (*No pre-registration required)


Meeting Name: CDF Courses and Jump Start Certifications
Click here to join the meeting or go to https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/cdfcourses/
Enter meeting room as a guest and provide your name
Audio access: Login to webinar and choose listen only option.


 
 
Student Planning Guidebook Webinar Series
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The High School Student Planning Guidebook is a series of short documents showing administrators, counselors, and teachers
how to use key policies, programs, and resources to help both students and schools achieve their goals.
 
Weekly Guidebook webinars will be held from 3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. on the dates outlined below: 


May 5, 2015: Guide Overview & DEVELOPING ADVANCED AND BASIC COLLEGE AND WORKPLACE SKILLS
May 12, 2015: Guide Overview & COUNSELING, SUPPORTS, REWARDS
 


Webinar information below: (*No pre-registration required)
Click https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/studentplanningguide/
Enter meeting room as a guest and provide your name
Audio access: Login to webinar and choose listen only option.


 
For additional information, please contact Tristen Guillory, College Readiness Coordinator, at Tristen.guillory@la.gov.
 
 
2015 Jump Start Super Summer Institute
 
The 2015 Jump Start Super Summer Institute (SSI) is being held at South Louisiana Community College in Lafayette, LA from
July 20 - 24, 2015. SSI will provide teacher certification training for Statewide Jump Start Industry-Based Certifications and is
being co-hosted by the Louisiana Department of Education, South Louisiana Community College, and Louisiana Community
and Technical College System.
 
The Department will pay training costs as well as lunch for secondary instructors. Districts are responsible for all travel
expenses and a nominal registration fee ($150.00/teacher) for which districts may use their Career Development Funds (CDF)
or 2014-2015 Carl Perkins Funds.


Registration is April 8 - May 8, 2015 and requires teachers to input a District Purchase Order number that will be used for
payment of registration fees. CTE teachers will need to submit a copy of their on-screen registration confirmation / message to
their district Career and Technical Education (CTE) Supervisor, who will coordinate payment of district registration fees. Each
district will be invoiced for total registration fees due and will submit payment accompanied with a copy of the on-screen
registration confirmation / message for all teachers registered. 


Click here to register.
  
Please direct all questions about the 2015 Jump Start Super Summer Institute to JumpStart@la.gov.


 
 
Overview of the Jump Start Career Diploma Pathway for Students Assessed on LAA 1
   
The Department will host a webinar to provide an overview of the new pathway to a Jump Start Career Diploma for students
assessed on the LAA 1. This pathway was approved by BESE in the April meeting.
 
Webinar Login Information: (*No pre-registration required) 


Meeting Name: Career Diploma Pathway
Date/Time: Thursday, April 30, 2:00 p.m.
Click here to join the meeting or go to https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/careerdiplomapathway/
Enter meeting room as a guest and provide your name
Audio access: Login to webinar and choose listen only option.


Assessment
  
DIBELS Next and STEEP Waiver Applications
  
Please forward to District Test Coordinators.


The Department of Education is now accepting applications from LEAs interested in using an assessment other than DIBELS
Next for grades K-3 during the 2015-2016 school year. SRCL LEAs only may also apply for a STEEP waiver.


The deadline to apply for the waiver is May 8, 2015.


For DIBELS Next and STEEP waiver applications, please contact kim.lesage@la.gov.


For other questions regarding DIBELS Next, please contact kim.lesage@la.gov; for other questions regarding STEEP, please
contact jill.slack@la.gov.  


Educator Preparation
 
Career and Technical Trade and Industrial Education Certification Webinar
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The Department will host its next Certification Technical Assistance Webinar on Thursday, April 30, 2015 from 10:00 a.m.-
11:00 a.m. toprovide an overview of the Career and Technical Trade and Industrial Education certification requirements and
application process.
 
Human Resource/Personnel Directors and Career Technical Education Supervisors are encouraged to participate.


 
 Webinar Login Information: (*No pre-registration required)


Meeting Name: Career and Technical Trade and Industrial Education Certification Assistance Webinar
Click here to join the meeting
Enter the meeting room as a guest and provide your name.
Audio access: (800) 832-0736 / room number: 6526291 


Data 
   
Redelivery of System Users' Conference Afternoon Sessions
   
Please forward to all LEA data coordinators.
  
Due to the cancellation of the April 20 System Users' Conference afternoon sessions, the Department will provide this
information via three separate webinars. Topics will include an overview of changes to the data submission process and
systems as a result of Act 837, STS AOC Waivers, the LOSFA Audit Process, and Act 833 and LAA1 Graduates.


SIS System Enhancements and Process Changes: Wednesday, April 29, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
SER System Enhancements, Process Changes, and Best Practices: Thursday, April 30, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.
STS System Enhancements and Process Changes: Friday, May 1, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.


 
Webinar Login Information: (*No pre-registration required) 


Meeting Name: Unique ID File Format Release
Click here to join the meeting or go to https://louisianaschools.adobeconnect.com/dcw/
Enter meeting room as a guest and provide your name
Audio access: Login to webinar and choose listen only option.


 
In addition to these webinars, Department staff will be available at the Unique ID Regional Trainings to provide information on
these topics.
 
For more information, contact SystemSuport@la.gov. 
 
 
EAGLE System Updates / Act 837
  
The Department is working to ensure that all systems, including EAGLE, comply with Act 837, which protects student
privacy.
 


Effective May 25, 2015, no additional students may be added to the EAGLE system for the remainder of the 2014−15
school year.
This requirement will disable the "District Upload" function, "Teacher .csv File Upload" function, and "Add a New
Student" function prior to the deadline* to ensure that EAGLE complies with (R.S. 17:3913) Act 837.
If district coordinators have questions or concerns, they may contact the Department (Dana.Maxie@la.gov) or the
EAGLE Help Desk (1-866-552-5583).


 
*Amendments (HB718) have been filed to extend deadlines.
 
 
Compass End of Year Process 2014-2015
  
ATTENTION CVR DATA MANAGERS AND COMPASS EVALUATORS
 
CVR Open Correction Period: April 22 - May 15
Beginning April 22, teachers of the following grades and subjects must verify rosters through the Curriculum Verification &
Results (CVR) system to ensure that teacher-student links and student growth data are accurate. The deadline for completing
this process is May 15.


4th - 8th grade: ELA, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies
6th - 9th and T9 grade: Algebra I EOC courses
6th - 10th and T9 grade: Geometry EOC courses


 
Click here for detailed guidance and contact LDOECVR@la.gov for additional support.


 
End of Year Guidance 2014-2015
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Last month, the Department released the Compass 2014-2015: Guide to End-of-Year Processes, which includes required
actions. The deadline for completing final evaluations for the 2014-2015 school year is July 31st. For questions related to this
process, email compass@la.gov.
 
 
Unique Identifier System Trainings
The Department will host regional in-person training sessions from 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. on how to use the Unique ID system
in the following cities:


Baton Rouge: 5/7 and 5/8
New Orleans: 5/11
Alexandria: 5/12
Lafayette: 5/13
Monroe: 5/13
Shreveport: 5/14


LEAs can select up to three representatives to attend the training. Attendees should have experience with data submissions
and plan to oversee the management of unique student identifiers on behalf of the LEA.


LEA representatives can register on Coursewhere (http://www.solutionwhere.com/ldoe/cw/ - Choose View by Category: Data
Management).


Parental Consent Template


The Department has provided parental consent guidance as well as a template parental consent form that LEAs may choose to
use when collecting parental consent.


An example of when this would be used is to enroll students in 3rd-party course offerings like district-contracted or SCA-
funded after June 1. NOTE: LEAs must obtain signed parental consent forms starting June 1, and the Department will release
a consent form in the next week that LEAs can use.


Finance
 
  
FY 2015-2016 NCLB Maintenance of Effort (MOE)
 
Please forward to Business Managers and Financial Officials of Public School Districts, Charter Schools, Lab Schools, and
Other Entities and State Agencies defined as an LEA for these purposes.


The annual NCLB MOE Application is now accessible for FY15-16 through eGMS. When accessing eGMS, select FY 2016 to
complete the NCLB MOE Assurance located in the LEA Central Data section. The assurance must be completed before the
system will allow the application to be created and opened for access on the GMS Access Select page. The deadline for
submission of NCLB MOE applications is June 5, 2015.
 
Meeting the NCLB MOE requirement is part of the business process for obligation of federal grant funds for FY 15-16. For an
explanation of the MOE requirement, refer to the NCLB MOE Overview in eGMS.
 
If you have questions regarding the MOE requirement or the review process, contact Nakia Jasonat Nakia.Jason@la.gov or 1-
877-453-2721. For technical inquiries or support contact Jason Berard at Jason.Berard@la.gov.
 
 
FY 2014-15 Fiscal Risk Assessment
Please forward to Business Managers and Superintendents of city/parish public school systems, and Business Managers and
Board Presidents of Type 2 and Type 5 charter schools.
 
By law, each city, parish, or other local public school board shall be notified on a regular basis of its financial status per the
annual Fiscal Risk Assessment. The FY 2014-15 Fiscal Risk Assessment has been updated and populated for each school
system or school to include the latest available data.
 
Preliminary data for each school system or school will be sent via a separate e-mail. Responses are due to the Department by
Friday, May 8, 2015. Additional information about the Fiscal Risk Assessment process is provided below. For further
information or questions, contact Jonathan Pitre at jonathan.pitre@la.gov or 225-342-6216.
 
For further information, please see the links below:
Fiscal Risk Assessment Memo
Description of Factors
School System or School Response Form
Purpose of Fiscal Risk Assessment
 


Grant Opportunities 
 
Title I Allocations & E-Rate Discounts for CEP Schools
 
The USDA has announced a Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) webinar series that includes the topic, "Title I Allocations &
E-Rate Discounts for CEP Schools." Department of Education and Federal Communications Commission panelists will highlight
updated Title I and E-Rate guidance for CEP schools. For further information and to register, please click here.
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The 21st Century Community Learning Centers 2015-16 Contracts and Budget Application
 
The 21st Century Community Learning Centers budget application was released via the EGMS on Monday April 27, 2015.
 
For any fiscal related questions, you may contact john.baxter@la.gov or for program related questions, you may contact
kenya.pierce@la.gov. .
 
For the 2015-16 21st Century Community Learning Centers contracts schedule, please click here.
 
 
Cecil J. Picard Early Childhood Program 2015-16 Preliminary Allocations and Budget Application
 
The LA 4 budget application (Early Childhood Consolidated Budget Application) was released via the EGMS on Monday April
27, 2015.
 
For any fiscal related questions, you may contact john.baxter@la.gov or for program related questions, you may contact
Nicholy.johnson@la.gov.
 
For the 2015-16 Cecil J. Picard LA 4 Early Childhood Program allocation schedule, please click here.
 
 
The Math and Science Partnerships 2015-16 Allocations and Budget Application
 
The Math and Science Partnerships budget application was released via the EGMS on Monday April 27, 2015.
For any fiscal related questions, you may contact john.baxter@la.gov or for program related questions, you may contact
john.hanley@la.gov.
 
For the 2015-16 Math and Science Partnerships allocation schedule, please click here.
 
 
Title II Improving Teacher Quality State Grants
 
A revised spreadsheet of Title II Final Allocations can be found here. Districts with significant adjustments should have
received communication from their Network Leader or Point of Contact on the adjustments.
 
Please complete and submit revisions through the Electronic Grant Management System (EGMS) to reflect your revised
allocations no later than Friday, May 1, 2015 to ldegrants@la.gov. Revised grant award notifications are available in the Grant
Award Program (GAP) system. Should you have questions regarding this information, please contact sheila.guidry@la.gov.
 


Other  
   
Geography Bee
Each year thousands of schools in the United States participate in the National Geographic Bee, which is designed to inspire
students to be curious about the world. The National Geographic Society has released the official contest materials from this
year's bee for teachers to use in their classrooms. Schools with grades 4-8 qualify to receive the Free-Bee classroom
materials. Request the National Geographic Free-Bee for your school here. Deadline: May 15. 


Education in the News 
 
Dig deeper: Common Core worth keeping in schools


 
Local bills start advancing through the legislative process


 
Bill to limit rising cost of TOPS faces hurdles


 
Livingston Parish student named statewide high school student of the year


 
Architecture firm teams up with school to teach kids how to fight flooding
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