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Dana Dauzat

From: Lopez-Neyman, Stephanie - FNS <Stephanie.Lopez-Neyman@fns.usda.gov>
Sent: Thursday, September 17, 2015 9:44 AM
To: Angela Olige; Barbara Simmons; Blanca Hernandez; Catherine Wright Steele; Chet 

Center; Dean Hopper; Debbie Hamilton; Denise Koscielniak; Diane Ryan; Gina 
Kazerooni; John Dupre; Joy Nolan; Judy Stracener; Karen Franklin; Melissa Dozier 
Gonzales; Michael Chavez; Patricia Winders; Saraj Goldberg; Sheila Chastain; Stephanie 
Alsbrook; Suzanne Davidson; Tracy Mueck; William Lackey

Cc: Abraham, James - FNS; Ford, Calvin - FNS; Henson, Cecilia - FNS; Hildebrand, Brenda - 
FNS; Hill, Hazel - FNS; Jackson, Lynn - FNS; Jones, Shannon - FNS; Shives, Jennifer - 
FNS; Slack, Jo Ann - FNS; Zammit, Nicole - FNS; Lopez-Neyman, Stephanie - FNS; 
Branham, Ketedrea - FNS

Subject: Nondiscrimination Statement - resending FAQs from May 2013
Attachments: Nondiscrimination Statement Update.pdf; Nondiscrimination Statement FAQs - June 

2013.docx

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Dear State Agency Partners – 
 
May 2013 the National Office released a memo on the updated Nondiscrimination Statement for use by the 
State and local agencies and their subrecipients (attached).  However, when the RO sent out the 
Nondiscrimination Statement memo to the SAs the Nondiscrimination Statement FAQs document (attached) 
may not have been attached.  The RO has confirmed with the RO Civil Rights Director that the 
Nondiscrimination Statement memo and the FAQs are the current guidance.  
 
Please contact the RO if there are further questions regarding this issue.  
 
 
Thank you,  
 

Stephanie  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Stephanie M. Lopez-Neyman, MS, MPH, RD, LD | Program Specialist | USDA Food and Nutrition Service 
1100 Commerce St, Dallas, TX 75242 | : Office: 214.290.9816 | : 214.767.5522 | : stephanie.lopez-neyman@fns.usda.gov 
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NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT FAQs  
 

 
When Must the Statement Be Used? 
 
The Statement implementation date is May 24, 2013. 
 
When Do You Use the Full Versus the Short statement? 
 
If the written materials previously had the full statement on them, you should replace the 
revised full statement in its place.    
 
Can State or Local Agencies Shorten the Statement OR Must all of the  
Paragraphs Be Used?  
 
The full statement(s) as applicable must be used in its/their entirety.  The usage 
requirements in FNS Instruction 113-1 have not changed – only the verbiage (and 
phone numbers).   
 
What is the Short Statement? 
 
“USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”  Please note that use of the 
shorter version is the exception, not the rule.  
 
Can Existing Materials with the Old Statement Still Be Used? 
 
Yes. Continued use of existing forms is permitted until further notice. Once the final 
Departmental Regulation is issued, FNS will establish a final implementation date in 
which all materials must have the new statement.   However, new forms and 
publications must be printed with the updated statement.  Websites, online applications 
and IT systems should be updated immediately. 
 
Does The Change Apply to Vendor Materials?   
 

Yes. The revised Nondiscrimination Statements apply to all programs and are to be 
used by (and apply to) all State agencies, recipients, and sub-recipients.  Continued use 
of existing forms is permitted until further notice. Once the final Departmental 
Regulation is issued, FNS will establish a final implementation date in which all 
materials must have the new statement.   However, new forms and publications must be 
printed with the updated statement.  Websites, online applications and IT systems 
should be updated immediately. 
 
 
 
 
 



June 2013

 

When W
 
A new A
printed a
issued.  
 
How Wo
Bases a
   
The bas
 
All State
a long-s
requirem
must be
accordin
Rights in
and use
(FNS Ins
 
 “Not al
the Add
 
Use of th
required
protecte
may be 
 
If The S
a  Signa
Are Pro
 
IT syste
stateme
 

Co

3 

Will the “An

And Justice 
and distribu
Until then, 

ould a Spo
are Valid fo

ses that app

e or local of
tanding req

ments for St
 aware of a

ngly.  The p
nformation,
 of the Non
struction 11

l prohibite
ditional Pro

he (program
d (see abov
ed bases tha
added (sep

State Has th
ature Pad, 

ovided a Co

ms should 
nt?  If so, it

ontact the

nd Justice 

for All post
uted to Stat

the existing

onsor or Pr
or a SNAP 

ply to the pr

ffice staff sh
quirement a
tate Agency
a program’s
public notific
 including (

ndiscriminat
13-1 Sectio

ed bases w
otected Cla

m appropria
ve response
at apply on
parately) at 

he Rights a
Does This

opy of The

be updated
t should be 

e Civil Ri

for All” Po

ter with the
e agencies
g posters re

rogram Re
or SNP Pr

rograms ha

hould be fa
and is an ar
y personne
s protected 
cation requ
(but not lim
tion Statem

ons IX, X, X

will apply to
asses Will 

ate) Nondis
e).  If a Stat
ly at the St
the end.  (

and Rules 
s Need To B
ir Rights a

d immediate
replaced w

ights staf

oster be Re

updated no
s by FNS wh
emain auth

cipient Kn
rogram?  

ave not cha

miliar with t
rea upon w
el at all leve

bases and 
irement als
ited to) use

ment on app
I, and Appe

o all progra
or Will No

scrimination
te has an ad
ate and Loc
FNS Instruc

Signed Ele
Be Include
and Rules?

ely.  Does t
with the upd

ff if you h

e-printed 

ondiscrimin
hen the De

horized for u

now Which 

nged.   

the Civil Rig
hich the Civ

els is based
advise app

so requires 
e of the “An
plications, n
endix A). 

ams…” Ho
t Apply? 

n Statemen
dditional st
cal level, th
ction 113-1

ectronical
ed On the S
? 

the signatu
dated statem

have addi

 

nation state
epartmental
use. 

 Protected

ghts require
vil Rights tr

d.  Local rep
plicants and
proper pos
d Justice F

notices, and

ow would S

t without al
tatement or
he additiona
1 Section IX

ly By Parti
Screen If P

re pad use 
ment.    

itional qu

Page 

ement will b
 Regulation

d Class or 

ements. Th
raining 
presentative
d participan
sting of Civi
For All” post
d other form

States Kno

terations is
r other 
al informatio
X.) 

icipants On
Participants

the current

uestions

2 of 2 

be 
n is 

his is 

es 
nts 
l 
ter 

ms. 

ow if 

s 

on 

n 
s 

t 


