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Dana Dauzat

From: Lopez-Neyman, Stephanie - FNS <Stephanie.Lopez-Neyman@fns.usda.gov>
Sent: Thursday, September 17, 2015 9:44 AM
To: Angela Olige; Barbara Simmons; Blanca Hernandez; Catherine Wright Steele; Chet 

Center; Dean Hopper; Debbie Hamilton; Denise Koscielniak; Diane Ryan; Gina 
Kazerooni; John Dupre; Joy Nolan; Judy Stracener; Karen Franklin; Melissa Dozier 
Gonzales; Michael Chavez; Patricia Winders; Saraj Goldberg; Sheila Chastain; Stephanie 
Alsbrook; Suzanne Davidson; Tracy Mueck; William Lackey

Cc: Abraham, James - FNS; Ford, Calvin - FNS; Henson, Cecilia - FNS; Hildebrand, Brenda - 
FNS; Hill, Hazel - FNS; Jackson, Lynn - FNS; Jones, Shannon - FNS; Shives, Jennifer - 
FNS; Slack, Jo Ann - FNS; Zammit, Nicole - FNS; Lopez-Neyman, Stephanie - FNS; 
Branham, Ketedrea - FNS

Subject: Nondiscrimination Statement - resending FAQs from May 2013
Attachments: Nondiscrimination Statement Update.pdf; Nondiscrimination Statement FAQs - June 

2013.docx

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Dear State Agency Partners – 
 
May 2013 the National Office released a memo on the updated Nondiscrimination Statement for use by the 
State and local agencies and their subrecipients (attached).  However, when the RO sent out the 
Nondiscrimination Statement memo to the SAs the Nondiscrimination Statement FAQs document (attached) 
may not have been attached.  The RO has confirmed with the RO Civil Rights Director that the 
Nondiscrimination Statement memo and the FAQs are the current guidance.  
 
Please contact the RO if there are further questions regarding this issue.  
 
 
Thank you,  
 

Stephanie  
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Stephanie M. Lopez-Neyman, MS, MPH, RD, LD | Program Specialist | USDA Food and Nutrition Service 
1100 Commerce St, Dallas, TX 75242 | : Office: 214.290.9816 | : 214.767.5522 | : stephanie.lopez-neyman@fns.usda.gov 
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NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT FAQs  
 

 
When Must the Statement Be Used? 
 
The Statement implementation date is May 24, 2013. 
 
When Do You Use the Full Versus the Short statement? 
 
If the written materials previously had the full statement on them, you should replace the 
revised full statement in its place.    
 
Can State or Local Agencies Shorten the Statement OR Must all of the  
Paragraphs Be Used?  
 
The full statement(s) as applicable must be used in its/their entirety.  The usage 
requirements in FNS Instruction 113-1 have not changed – only the verbiage (and 
phone numbers).   
 
What is the Short Statement? 
 
“USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.”  Please note that use of the 
shorter version is the exception, not the rule.  
 
Can Existing Materials with the Old Statement Still Be Used? 
 
Yes. Continued use of existing forms is permitted until further notice. Once the final 
Departmental Regulation is issued, FNS will establish a final implementation date in 
which all materials must have the new statement.   However, new forms and 
publications must be printed with the updated statement.  Websites, online applications 
and IT systems should be updated immediately. 
 
Does The Change Apply to Vendor Materials?   
 

Yes. The revised Nondiscrimination Statements apply to all programs and are to be 
used by (and apply to) all State agencies, recipients, and sub-recipients.  Continued use 
of existing forms is permitted until further notice. Once the final Departmental 
Regulation is issued, FNS will establish a final implementation date in which all 
materials must have the new statement.   However, new forms and publications must be 
printed with the updated statement.  Websites, online applications and IT systems 
should be updated immediately. 
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