To: 2015 NSLP Equipment Assistance Grants for School Food Authorities (SFAS)

Subject: SFS-15-x118 Fiscal Year 2015 National School Lunch Program Equipment Assistance
Grants for School Food Authorities

In March 2015, FNS distributed $25 million provided by the Fiscal Year 2015 Agriculture Appropriations
Act to state agencies that will competitively award equipment assistance grants to eligible School Food
Authorities (SFAS) participating in the National School Lunch Program (NSLP).

With the funding available through the Fiscal Year 2015 Agricultural Appropriations Act, FNS is
providing a proportional share of funds to all state agencies. Louisiana was allocated $467,623 to be
distributed to School Food Authorities (SFAs). These funds will allow SFAs to purchase equipment to
serve healthier meals that meet the updated meal patterns, with emphasis on improving food quality, food
safety, energy efficiency, and participation.

SFA Applications

Each SFA participating in the NSLP is eligible to submit applications on behalf of individual school sites
that wish to receive a NSLP equipment assistance grant. An application is available online at the Child
Nutrition Program (CNP) website as listed below.

Submit online at http://cnp.doe.louisiana.gov/
Application available online: October 1, 2015.
Deadline to submit: October 31, 2015.

NO APPLICATION OR REVISION TO THE APPLICATION
WILL BE ACCEPTED PAST THE DUE DATE.

Each school system participating in the CNP has two representatives who have passwords granting them
access to the CNP website. These two individuals are the Superintendent and the Authorized
Representative, who is most often the CNP Supervisor. A password may be reset by accessing the CNP
website link and clicking on “reset password”.

Equipment Definition

Equipment requests may include new equipment, renovation (refurbishment) of equipment, or
replacement of equipment. The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) regulation at 7 CFR
3016.42 (2 CFR Part 200.33) and Office of Management and Budget (OMB) Circular A-87 define
equipment for the purpose of NSLP equipment assistance grants as articles of nonexpendable, tangible
personal property with a useful life of more than one year and a per-unit acquisition cost of $5,000. As
with all federal grant funds, equipment procedures using NSLP equipment assistance grant funds must be
a reasonable and permissible cost.

Selected SFAs must maintain all documentation pertaining to this grant on file for three years in
accordance with 7 CFR Part 210.23 (c), 7 CFR Part 3016.42 and 2 CFR Part 200.33.
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Criteria for Award of NSLP Equipment Assistance Grants to SFAs

State agencies must comply with the statutory requirement that these competitive grants are to be based
on the need for equipment assistance in participating schools with priority given to schools where 50% or
more of the enrolled students are eligible for free or reduced price meals and have not received equipment
grant funding in 2009, 2010, or 2014. In addition, state agencies must consider the ability of applicant
SFAs to fully expend grant funds within three months of the award.

In order to make the most effective use of NSLP equipment assistance grant funds, there will be four
focus areas included on the application. SFAs must select one of the focus areas when justifying their
need for the equipment assistance grant.

Resources

The Institute of Child Nutrition (formerly the National Food Service Management Institute) has recently
developed a resource for SFAs entitled Equipment Purchasing and Facility Design for School Nutrition
Programs which includes information on decision making for purchasing school foodservice equipment.
This resource is available on the Institute of Child Nutrition’s general website:
http://nfsmi.org/ResourceOverview.aspx?ID=273. This link goes directly to the resource section on the
NFSMI website: http://nfsmi.org/ResourceOverview.aspx?!D=273.

Approval Notification

If a grant is approved and awarded to your SFA, you will be notified by November 16, 2015. The
notification will include the amount of the grant and the approximate date the SFA can expect the award
to be deposited.

An invoice for the equipment item purchased with the federal funds provided through the LDOE, as a
result of this grant request, must be provided with a request for reimbursement of funds awarded. The
invoice must contain the name/description of the equipment item listed in this grant proposal/request and
must clearly display the amount of funds that account for the grant award funds received by the
school/school system and the amount of matching funds listed in the grant proposal/request submitted by
the school/school system. This must be done for each equipment item for which a proposal/request for
funding is submitted and approved for funding by the LDOE.

If you have questions, please contact Helen Folks directly at 225-342-3704, toll free at 1-877-453-2721 or
1-877-338-3663, or helen.folks@Ia.gov.
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(g) Geographic preference. (1) A school
food authority participating in the
Program, as well as State agencies
making purchases on behalf of such
school food authorities, may apply a
geographic preference when procuring
unprocessed locally grown or locally
raised agricultural products. When uti-
lizing the geographic preference to pro-
cure such products, the school food au-
thority making the purchase or the
State agency making purchases on be-
half of such school food authorities
have the discretion to determine the
local area to which the geographic
preference option will be applied;

(2) For the purpose of applying the
optional geographic procurement pref-
erence in paragraph (g)(1) of this sec-
tion, ‘“‘unprocessed locally grown or lo-
cally raised agricultural products”
means only those agricultural products
that retain their inherent character.
The effects of the following food han-
dling and preservation techniques shall
not be considered as changing an agri-
cultural product into a product of a dif-
ferent kind or character: Cooling; re-
frigerating; freezing; size adjustment
made by peeling, slicing, dicing, cut-
ting, chopping, shucking, and grinding;
forming ground products into patties
without any additives or fillers; drying/
dehydration; washing; packaging (such
as placing eggs in cartons), vacuum
packing and bagging (such as placing
vegetables in bags or combining two or
more types of vegetables or fruits in a
single package); the addition of ascor-
bic acid or other preservatives to pre-
vent oxidation of produce; butchering
livestock and poultry; cleaning fish;
and the pasteurization of milk.

[63 FR 29147, Aug. 2, 1988, as amended at 64
FR 50741, Sept. 20, 1999; 70 FR 70033, Nov. 21,
2005; 71 FR 39516, July 13, 2006; 72 FR 61491,
Oct. 31, 2007; 76 FR 22607, Apr. 22, 2011; 77 FR
4153, Jan. 26, 2012]

§210.22 Audits.

(a) General. Unless otherwise exempt,
audits at the State and school food au-
thority levels shall be conducted in ac-
cordance with Office of Management
and Budget Circular A-133 and the De-
partment’s implementing regulations
at 7 CFR part 3052. For availability of
the OMB Circular mentioned in this
paragraph, please refer to 5 CFR 1310.3.
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(b) Audit procedure. These require-
ments call for organization-wide finan-
cial and compliance audits to ascertain
whether financial operations are con-
ducted properly; financial statements
are presented fairly; recipients and
subrecipients comply with the laws and
regulations that affect the expendi-
tures of Federal funds; recipients and
subrecipients have established proce-
dures to meet the objectives of feder-
ally assisted programs; and recipients
and subrecipients are providing accu-
rate and reliable information con-
cerning grant funds. States and school
food authorities shall use their own
procedures to arrange for and prescribe
the scope of independent audits, pro-
vided that such audits comply with the
requirements set forth in 7 CFR part
3015.

[63 FR 29147, Aug. 2, 1988, as amended at 71
FR 39516, July 13, 2006]

§210.23 Other responsibilities.

(a) Free and reduced price lunches and
meal supplements. State agencies and
school food authorities shall ensure
that lunches and meal supplements are
made available free or at a reduced
price to all children who are deter-
mined by the school food authority to
be eligible for such benefits. The deter-
mination of a child’s eligibility for free
or reduced price lunches and meal sup-
plements is to be made in accordance
with 7 CFR part 245.

(b) Civil rights. In the operation of the
Program, no child shall be denied bene-
fits or be otherwise discriminated
against because of race, color, national
origin, age, sex, or disability. State
agencies and school food authorities
shall comply with the requirements of:
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964;
title IX of the Education Amendments
of 1972; section 504 of the Rehabilita-
tion Act of 1973; the Age Discrimina-
tion Act of 1975; Department of Agri-
culture regulations on nondiscrimina-
tion (7 CFR parts 15, 15a, and 15b); and
FNS Instruction 113-1.

(c) Retention of records. State agen-
cies and school food authorities may
retain necessary records in their origi-
nal form or on microfilm. State agency
records shall be retained for a period of
3 years after the date of submission of
the final Financial Status Report for
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the fiscal year. School food authority
records shall be retained for a period of
3 years after submission of the final
Claim for Reimbursement for the fiscal
yvear. In either case, if audit findings
have not been resolved, the records
shall be retained beyond the 3-year pe-
riod as long as required for the resolu-
tion of the issues raised by the audit.

(d) Data collection related to school
food authorities. (1) Each State agency
must collect data related to school
food authorities that have an agree-
ment with the State agency to partici-
pate in the program for each of Federal
fiscal years 2006 through 2009, including
those school food authorities that par-
ticipated only for part of the fiscal
year. Such data shall include:

(i) The name of each school food au-
thority;

(ii) The city in which each partici-
pating school food authority was
headquartered and the name of the
state;

(iii) The amount of funds provided to
the participating organization, i.e., the
amount of federal funds reimbursed to
each participating school food author-
ity; and

(iv) The type of participating organi-
zation, e.g., government agency, edu-
cational institution, non-profit organi-
zation/secular, non-profit organization/
faith-based, and ‘“‘other.”

(2) On or before August 31, 2007, and
each subsequent year through 2010,
State agencies must report to FNS
data as specified in paragraph (d)(1) of
this section for the prior Federal fiscal
year. State agencies must submit this
data in a format designated by FNS.

(e) Program evaluations. States, State
agencies, local educational agencies,
school food authorities, schools and
contractors must cooperate in studies
and evaluations conducted by or on be-
half of the Department, related to pro-
grams authorized under the Richard B.
Russell National School Lunch Act and
the Child Nutrition Act of 1966.

[63 FR 29147, Aug. 2, 1988, as amended at 58
FR 42489, Aug. 10, 1993; 64 FR 50741, Sept. 20,
1999; 72 FR 24183, May 2, 2007; 76 FR 22797,
Apr. 25, 2011; 76 FR 37982, June 29, 2011]
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Subpart F—Additional Provisions

§210.24 Withholding payments.

In accordance with Departmental
regulations at §§3016.43 and 3019.62 of
this title, the State agency shall with-
hold Program payments, in whole or in
part, to any school food authority
which has failed to comply with the
provisions of this part. Program pay-
ments shall be withheld until the
school food authority takes corrective
action satisfactory to the State agen-
cy, or gives evidence that such correc-
tive action will be taken, or until the
State agency terminates the grant in
accordance with §210.25 of this part.
Subsequent to the State agency’s ac-
ceptance of the corrective actions, pay-
ments will be released for any lunches
served in accordance with the provi-
sions of this part during the period the
payments were withheld.

[66 FR 32948, July 17, 1991, as amended at 71
FR 39516, July 13, 2006; 72 FR 61492, Oct. 31,
2007]

§210.25 Suspension, termination and
grant closeout procedures.

Whenever it is determined that a
State agency has materially failed to
comply with the provisions of this
part, or with FNS guidelines and in-
structions, FNS may suspend or termi-
nate the Program in whole, or in part,
or take any other action as may be
available and appropriate. A State
agency may also terminate the Pro-
gram by mutual agreement with FNS.
FNS and the State agency shall comply
with the provisions of 7 CFR part 3016
concerning grant suspension, termi-
nation and closeout procedures. Fur-
thermore, the State agency shall apply
these provisions, or the parallel provi-
sions of 7 CFR part 3019, as applicable,
to suspension or termination of the
Program in school food authorities.

[63 FR 29147, Aug. 2, 1988. Redesignated at 56
FR 32948, July 17, 1991, and amended at 71 FR
39516, July 13, 2006]

§210.26 Penalties.

Whoever embezzles, willfully
misapplies, steals, or obtains by fraud
any funds, assets, or property provided
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However, frequency and due date shall
be governed by §3016.41(b) (3) and (4).

(ii) When a construction grant is paid
by Treasury check advances based on
periodic requests from the grantee, the
advances will be requested on the form
specified in §3016.41(d).

(iii) The Federal agency may sub-
stitute the Financial Status Report
specified in §3016.41(b) for the Outlay
Report and Request for Reimbursement
for Construction Programs.

(3) Accounting basis. The accounting
basis for the Outlay Report and Re-
quest for Reimbursement for Construc-
tion Programs shall be governed by
§3016.41(b)(2).

§3016.42 Retention and access re-
quirements for records.

(a) Applicability. (1) This section ap-
plies to all financial and programmatic
records, supporting documents, statis-
tical records, and other records of
grantees or subgrantees which are:

(i) Required to be maintained by the
terms of this part, program regulations
or the grant agreement, or

(ii) Otherwise reasonably considered
as pertinent to program regulations or
the grant agreement.

(2) This section does not apply to
records maintained by contractors or
subcontractors. For a requirement to
place a provision concerning records in
certain kinds of contracts, see
§3016.36(i)(10).

(b) Length of retention period. (1) Ex-
cept as otherwise provided, records
must be retained for three years from
the starting date specified in paragraph
(c) of this section.

(2) If any litigation, claim, negotia-
tion, audit or other action involving
the records has been started before the
expiration of the 3-year period, the
records must be retained until comple-
tion of the action and resolution of all
issues which arise from it, or until the
end of the regular 3-year period, which-
ever is later.

(3) To avoid duplicate recordkeeping,
awarding agencies may make special
arrangements with grantees and sub-
grantees to retain any records which
are continuously needed for joint use.
The awarding agency will request
transfer of records to its custody when
it determines that the records possess

§3016.42

long-term retention value. When the
records are transferred to or main-
tained by the Federal agency, the 3-
year retention requirement is not ap-
plicable to the grantee or subgrantee.

(c) Starting date of retention period—(1)
General. When grant support is contin-
ued or renewed at annual or other in-
tervals, the retention period for the
records of each funding period starts on
the day the grantee or subgrantee sub-
mits to the awarding agency its single
or last expenditure report for that pe-
riod. However, if grant support is con-
tinued or renewed quarterly, the reten-
tion period for each year’s records
starts on the day the grantee submits
its expenditure report for the last quar-
ter of the Federal fiscal year. In all
other cases, the retention period starts
on the day the grantee submits its
final expenditure report. If an expendi-
ture report has been waived, the reten-
tion period starts on the day the report
would have been due.

(2) Real property and equipment
records. The retention period for real
property and equipment records starts
from the date of the disposition or re-
placement or transfer at the direction
of the awarding agency.

(3) Records for income transactions
after grant or subgrant support. In some
cases grantees must report income
after the period of grant support.
Where there is such a requirement, the
retention period for the records per-
taining to the earning of the income
starts from the end of the grantee’s fis-
cal year in which the income is earned.

(4) Indirect cost rate proposals, cost al-
locations plans, etc. This paragraph ap-
plies to the following types of docu-
ments, and their supporting records:
indirect cost rate computations or pro-
posals, cost allocation plans, and any
similar accounting computations of
the rate at which a particular group of
costs is chargeable (such as computer
usage chargeback rates or composite
fringe benefit rates).

(1) If submitted for megotiation. If the
proposal, plan, or other computation is
required to be submitted to the Federal
Government (or to the grantee) to form
the basis for negotiation of the rate,
then the 3-year retention period for its
supporting records starts from the date
of such submission.
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(ii) If not submitted for megotiation. If
the proposal, plan, or other computa-
tion is not required to be submitted to
the Federal Government (or to the
grantee) for negotiation purposes, then
the 3-year retention period for the pro-
posal plan, or computation and its sup-
porting records starts from end of the
fiscal year (or other accounting period)
covered by the proposal, plan, or other
computation.

(d) Substitution of microfilm. Copies
made by microfilming, photocopying,
or similar methods may be substituted
for the original records.

(e) Access to records—(1) Records of
grantees and subgrantees. The awarding
agency and the Comptroller General of
the United States, or any of their au-
thorized representatives, shall have the
right of access to any pertinent books,
documents, papers, or other records of
grantees and subgrantees which are
pertinent to the grant, in order to
make audits, examinations, excerpts,
and transcripts.

(2) Expiration of right of access. The
rights of access in this section must
not be limited to the required reten-
tion period but shall last as long as the
records are retained.

(f) Restrictions on public access. The
Federal Freedom of Information Act (5
U.S.C. 552) does not apply to records
Unless required by Federal, State, or
local law, grantees and subgrantees are
not required to permit public access to
their records.

§3016.43 Enforcement.

(a) Remedies for noncompliance. If a
grantee or subgrantee materially fails
to comply with any term of an award,
whether stated in a Federal statute or
regulation, an assurance, in a State
plan or application, a notice of award,
or elsewhere, the awarding agency may
take one or more of the following ac-
tions, as appropriate in the cir-
cumstances:

(1) Temporarily withhold cash pay-
ments pending correction of the defi-
ciency by the grantee or subgrantee or
more severe enforcement action by the
awarding agency,

(2) Disallow (that is, deny both use of
funds and matching credit for) all or
part of the cost of the activity or ac-
tion not in compliance,

7 CFR Ch. XXX (1-1-14 Edition)

(3) Wholly or partly suspend or ter-
minate the current award for the
grantee’s or subgrantee’s program,

(4) Withhold further awards for the
program, or

(5) Take other remedies that may be
legally available.

(b) Hearings, appeals. In taking an en-
forcement action, the awarding agency
will provide the grantee or subgrantee
an opportunity for such hearing, ap-
peal, or other administrative pro-
ceeding to which the grantee or sub-
grantee is entitled under any statute
or regulation applicable to the action
involved.

(c) Effects of suspension and termi-
nation. Costs of grantee or subgrantee
resulting from obligations incurred by
the grantee or subgrantee during a sus-
pension or after termination of an
award are not allowable unless the
awarding agency expressly authorizes
them in the notice of suspension or ter-
mination or subsequently. Other grant-
ee or subgrantee costs during suspen-
sion or after termination which are
necessary and not reasonably avoidable
are allowable if:

(1) The costs result from obligations
which were properly incurred by the
grantee or subgrantee before the effec-
tive date of suspension or termination,
are not in anticipation of it, and, in the
case of a termination, are
noncancellable, and,

(2) The costs would be allowable if
the award were not suspended or ex-
pired normally at the end of the fund-
ing period in which the termination
takes effect.

(d) Relationship to Debarment and Sus-
pension. The enforcement remedies
identified in this section, including
suspension and termination, do not
preclude grantee or subgrantee from
being subject to ‘‘Debarment and Sus-
pension’ under E.O. 12549 (see §3016.35).

§3016.44 Termination for convenience.

Except as provided in §3016.43 awards
may be terminated in whole or in part
only as follows:

(a) By the awarding agency with the
consent of the grantee or subgrantee in
which case the two parties shall agree
upon the termination conditions, in-
cluding the effective date and in the
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(e) Federal agency leadership sending
a clear message that continued failure
to correct conditions identified by au-
dits which are likely to cause improper
payments, fraud, waste, or abuse is un-
acceptable and will result in sanctions.

§200.26 Corrective action.

Corrective action means action taken
by the auditee that:

(a) Corrects identified deficiencies;

(b) Produces recommended improve-
ments; or

(c) Demonstrates that audit findings
are either invalid or do not warrant
auditee action.

§200.27 Cost allocation plan.

Cost allocation plan means central
service cost allocation plan or public
assistance cost allocation plan.

§200.28 Cost objective.

Cost objective means a program, func-
tion, activity, award, organizational
subdivision, contract, or work unit for
which cost data are desired and for
which provision is made to accumulate
and measure the cost of processes,
products, jobs, capital projects, etc. A
cost objective may be a major function
of the non-Federal entity, a particular
service or project, a Federal award, or
an indirect (Facilities & Administra-
tive (F&A)) cost activity, as described
in Subpart E—Cost Principles of this
Part. See also §§200.44 Final cost objec-
tive and 200.60 Intermediate cost objec-
tive.

§200.29 Cost sharing or matching.

Cost sharing or matching means the
portion of project costs not paid by
Federal funds (unless otherwise author-
ized by Federal statute). See also
§200.306 Cost sharing or matching.

§200.30 Cross-cutting audit finding.

Cross-cutting audit finding means an
audit finding where the same under-
lying condition or issue affects Federal
awards of more than one Federal
awarding agency or pass-through enti-
ty.

§200.31 Disallowed costs.

Disallowed costs means those charges
to a Federal award that the Federal
awarding agency or pass-through enti-
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ty determines to be unallowable, in ac-
cordance with the applicable Federal
statutes, regulations, or the terms and
conditions of the Federal award.

§200.32 Data Universal
System (DUNS) number.

DUNS number means the nine-digit
number established and assigned by
Dun and Bradstreet, Inc. (D&B) to
uniquely identify entities. A non-Fed-
eral entity is required to have a DUNS
number in order to apply for, receive,
and report on a Federal award. A DUNS
number may be obtained from D&B by
telephone (currently 866-705-5711) or
the Internet (currently at htip:/
fedgov.dnb.com/webform).

Numbering

§200.33 Equipment.

Equipment means tangible personal
property (including information tech-
nology systems) having a useful life of
more than one year and a per-unit ac-
quisition cost which equals or exceeds
the lesser of the capitalization level es-
tablished by the non-Federal entity for
financial statement purposes, or $5,000.
See also §§200.12 Capital assets, 200.20
Computing devices, 200.48 General pur-
pose equipment, 200.58 Information
technology systems, 200.89 Special pur-
pose equipment, and 200.94 Supplies.

§200.34 Expenditures.

Ezxpenditures means charges made by
a non-Federal entity to a project or
program for which a Federal award was
received.

(a) The charges may be reported on a
cash or accrual basis, as long as the
methodology is disclosed and is con-
sistently applied.

(b) For reports prepared on a cash
basis, expenditures are the sum of:

(1) Cash disbursements for direct
charges for property and services;

(2) The amount of indirect expense
charged;

(3) The value of third-party in-kind
contributions applied; and

(4) The amount of cash advance pay-
ments and payments made to sub-
recipients.

(¢c) For reports prepared on an ac-
crual basis, expenditures are the sum
of:

(1) Cash disbursements for direct
charges for property and services;



